	Table. Characteristics of osmotic dilators of the cervix [8-10]

	Characteristics
	Laminaria sticks 
	Dilapan

	Diameter, mm
	2–10
	3 and 4

	Length, mm
	60–85
	55 and 65

	Time to achieve the minimum effect, hour
	6
	2

	Time to achieve maximum effect, hour
	12–24
	4-6

	The maximum increase (relative to the original diameter), rel. units
	3 times
	4 times


